
"Wc can blama it on thc electricity beinq out for a wcck", I saia to Mo vlhen it became owiou. wa we.en't' qoinq
lo be anywherc near reaay to qeL Chriotma. cardg oul "on lime" this ycar, fhat ai^ gena me back to hith
achool aaye, where I raaall a teacher reminainT me lhar. an un?lannea alversion on the niqht before a month-
lonq asgiqnrnent, wa. dre wag not a parlicularly \ood exauoe lor not havlnq any ol it done.

ZOOT wae a year ol mileotonea - the ?aaeinq o+ nry Uncle CliltorA Henry Srnealey in Marah, a family 
^alhednqat Mt, Kainier for eiet'er ?am'.6oth bifthaay in July, a SOth Waddin, Anniversary celebration lor my Aunl

Nfta ana Unale Dick also in July, the retiremenl. of my lonq'a,o chemiqr.ry regcarch a4vbor from Weot'ern
Wa.hinq|o\ UniverciLy in lhe lall. ln Auquot, the lirct qranachl+ to Mo'e dear friend 9andy wao born, followed

Juet, one .hort month laur W the en4 ot ganaje bnq battle wit'h canccr.

the McGulre tamlly qot 
"oOalher 

numeroug I'imco durln, the
yea\ oltan ccnlerca around d leaet of onc klna or anothar
at Ow laay of Gooa Help ln Hoquiam. fhe qmedle! couslne
enJoyed a rara raonlon in Junc rhcrc wc ha^ lun looking at
ola ?hoto\raph,lrcm Cliff s crtcnslvc collcalion, Arother
5te?hen Joine+ u.lor a wcekcnA "elblinq vacailon" to vi6lt
?am in 5?okane, wherc we qol a chancc to ff'eet moot ol lhc
lamlly of ?am'e elqnlfraant, other, Orcq,

ln caN Daacmbc\ a w\agtorm - tha lika6 ol whlch havcn't been oecn
herc ln at, lca6t 50 year6 - baahca fte way throuqh Graya Harbor.
Wa loet' aboui a Aozcn lraco on our ?ropcti,y, allhouqh thankfully
nona ol lhcm camc ovcr on lhe houoc. Tower wag ou'|. at t'ha houac
lor alqhi Aay6 ' wc mada ,ood uea ol our \cncrator ana Pallat etovc
r.o 6ta! warnl thc af'l,crmath ol thl6 atprm wag unpreaaaanted - all
of tha 07 A lccdcre lnlo Araye Harbor were knockcl out, laavinq thc
entlrc Wcatcrn hall ol the county (lncludlnO all of
Aba cen ana lloqulam) oompletaly aarklor
morc thdn lwo aayg,

Our bi^geet home acllvily wao a loqqinq o?eratlon in
AuOust. Wa hauled out, ee'/cn truckloaae of loqo lrcrn
lrceg rcmovea to "dayliTht" the area arouna ihc
house, lt was all a blq aaventure lor me - | rentea an
excavalor lo yara the loqo and help clean up the enor'
mous fica? left behlna. Any tima I aan have a lew
pieces of machlnery runninq ana .mell the owe6t odor
ol Aieoal exhauat,l'm a ?ratty hapw campe| | mar'
veb4 at lhe okill ana ex?etianae dia?layed W our hire^
cuif,er to aro? the biq treeo dow in a precige paI't'ern
(away lrom the hou.el). the lenqthy alearu? ?rovea io
be a tcrrifrc weiqht, 10o6 proqram lor me, although I
wouldn't recommena it ag lhe ea6le6t altarnative,



ln mid-Decembe\ we travelea to gan Antonio vr/,th Mo'o 9i1ter Kathy to .ce
ncphcw Jagon who waa reccnlly .clocated lhcrc W l,he Ai Foraa. We 6oL to meet,
hi6 ncw doq A1006, ana 6pcna a lttle timc on the Rive.walk with ito aazzlin\ Chriet-
ma? liThts, fhe la6t timc we werc in qan Antonio, tt wa6 well over IOO Acgrceg ani
we aucked into every ai conailionea 6hop we coula fina to Ukc a break from the
hcat. thi6 time, lt wae a respaatablc 50-60 dcqreee, ythlch lelt Juel ffne to me al-
thouOh it wae on lhc cold eide lor thc natives, Mo aqrcca to fly on this trip v,thich
eavad quitc a bit of time, but flylnq ls no gubgtttute for a AooA f,rain tripl

Wc apcnl,lhc ya geltin, to knc/'t lhe "nevl doL" Jacy,ryho camato
llvc wlth u9la6t November. the'1 a qraat, aompanlon lor us, al-
lhouqh ehc aoa6n't carc to bc lcft bahin+ at tha kcnncl - whiah ha6
chanqed our vaaation etratcqy a bit, Mo ana I markca ov 32nA
annivareary lhls ycar, fho6a ol you who havc bccn marric[ lhat,
lonO ohoula bc ablc to a??rcclaic lhc valuc ol havtnq a com?llant,
Aoq around aa a Qo-baiwccn "Jacy, go tcll your Mom wctrc 4olng to
bc latc aqain unlcoe ehc huftics up" ..,,. "Jaay, do you thlnk your
Dad docsn't know how to put hle clothce awq at nlqhtT' - all of
thcac "convareallona" takinL ?lacc, ol aour6a, wcll wllhln earehot ol
thc lntunac+ au+bncc. Wc'ra not 6urc I,hal, Jacy lully unacrctan+7
lhe lmportancc of hcr rcla a6 a con+ull for human oommunlca on,

Mofi anA Daa ard ac'ttlln\ lnta lhclr ncw
homc at Emcrald HalLhta, an^ wdvc cn'
Joyod havlng famlly Oalhcdnqo thcrc -
wllh no looa orcoaraLlon or ma6e lo
clcan up aftctwardql Staphan, Mo an[ |
took Mom ana Oad to 6ea lhc lanlaotlc
Zpollqhta abplay dt faaoma'6 ?1. Dafl-
ancc Zao alter out
thankoOldnO ahncr,

Out walt,,,.thcrc'6
blqqcr ncwel Mo'e
bracca camc olf in Octobarl

Oy lhc time thi. Oel,e prlntc^ and na aa, wc wlll havc alrcaay iurnaa f,he pa^d t o
ZOO0, ao .,. Happy Ncw Ycarl

morc 6tadcs aAA loi6 morc picaur.s can bc louna 2!t htt?..1/w*',r tsmaabf.ner


